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O.S.S* Lead Refinery 
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David A. tmnch ORIGINAL SIGNED BYi
Associate Director, Office of ACRA David a. ullrich 
l!4sto Manager»nt Division

Arrian R, ^iedergang
Acting Associate Division Director, Office of CEKCLA 
teste Hanagciaent Division

The facility has been Inactive since Decasber 12, 1085, while lead- 
containing waste piles; wetland areas filled in with hazardous waste (a 
landfill which never had interim status); and lead-cootaafsinatcd soils, 
surface waters, and sedinents rctaein there, coostftatlng a continuing 
release of hazardous waste constituents, ID£R sampling results Indicate 
that the slag or soil contanfnaot levels exceed average levels in 
eastern soils by the fcllowing «jlt1pliers: arsenic, 2 to 40fi; cadmiKii,
2 to SOO; lead, 7 to 26,000 (average: 3,300); and aercury, 2 to 20 
(Attachnent 2).

Although the company Itself has not declared bankruptcy, both of its 
parent corporations filed for bankruptcy wnder Chi^ter IX of the Rational 
Bankruptcy Act on April 17, 1987, Indiana Department of Environmental 
tenagemer«t (I0R1) inspection reports indicate that the company did not 
provide for aty of the financial asserance i»chan1sras required by SCRA.

Sharon Steel, d.S.S, Lead's ionediate parent corporation, has recently 
offered to loan funds to U,S.S, Lead for a site assessment consisting of 
waste and soil sampling. These efforts would occur pursuant to partial 
settlecsent of an aoended complaint issiK>d by the lOOi on ftay 6, 1887 
(Cause !k>, R-296, Attachment 3), The settlement would be only partial 
as the IDCH is seeking site rcnedlition, but facility representatives 
have stated that tU$,S, Lead Is *t«able to conoit* to the onknotai costs 
of pepforeiog a site cleanup at this time. Recent hearing dates for 
Cause Ro, ff-296 were scheduled for itarch 13, 1989, and OeceBber 11, 
1939, but have been postponed.

U,S,S, Lead Refinery (U,S,S. Lead) was a secondary lead smelting facility 
which is located in East Chicago, Indiana, It 1$ currently the number 
one corrective action candidate or, the tnvlronmental Priorities Initiative 
(EPI) list (Attachment 1).

Because of the circuastances outlined above, I an regoesting that this 
facility be considered for CERCLA action. Release of hazardous constituents 
nay be resulting in significant efivirmusental damage and the company 
has shown anvillinfness to comply with terms of a State unilateral 
adainistrative order requiring the equivalent of corrective action.

% V.-:

TWilso05
Stamp



,/
>:■

1
. Vf ,

:‘-r-■ - c ’ - *

',- ' ■- . ,' -'■'' 
^ --’v :

■■' ■■•' ■.■:.'• ■ -•" ' .-■ -,:yg, - ^

- 2 -
_* : -U. ^ g

cfe»-

Socje additional details on ovmer/operator end site
The parent coapaiv» Sharon Steel Corporation, Is a subsidiary of IIVF 
CoRpany. At the tlrae of filing, the bankruptcy petition listed liabilities 
of approximately $700 million and total assets of about $400 million, 
according to reports dated ?lay 12, 1988, by Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. 
(Attachment 4). A Dw and Bradstreet Report on U.S.S. Lead, Issued on 
August 1, 1988, Indicates that the company has Incurred an unknown amount 
of debt.
The waste piles consist of K069 flue dust, which Is stored In a warehouse 
on-site, and D008/D002 caldun sulfate sludge, which sits outside on a 
concrete pad. The floor of the warehouse connot be Inspected and the 
building Is apparently unsecured and has been vandalized. An unknown 
amount of crushed battery casings and rubber chips are also present, 
though not as discernible piles. Other waste piles without interim status 
are present. Cn-site landfill disposal of slag and battery parts 
presents a highly significant additional source of leaching metals to 
ground and surface vaters.
If you have any questions, please contact Eileen f!elt«r of ay staff at 6-4460,

cc: Jeanne Griffin, 5HS
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